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BEFORE THE TORTURE INQUIRY AND RELIEF COMMISSION

Inre:

Claim of John Knight TIRC Claim No. 2011.005-K

CASE DISPOSITION

Pursuant to 775 ILCS 40/45(c) and 2 Ill. Adm. Code 3500.385(c), it is the decision of the
Commission that there is not sufficient evidence of torture to conclude that the Claim is credible,
and therefore it does not merit judicial review. This decision is based upon the Findings of Fact
and Conclusions set forth below, as well as the supporting record attached hereto.

Findings of Fact

1. Claimant John Knight (“JK”) alleges that in 1996 at the Area 2 Chicago Police station
he was choked “within minutes of passing out”, was the target of a game of Russian roulette, and
was slapped and threatened with being kicked, as set forth in his Claim Form attached as Exhibit
A.

2. JK made a motion to suppress his confession in his criminal case, but the written
motion, attached as Exhibit B, does not allege any of the facts contained in his Claim Form. JK
testified at the hearing on the motion but he complained only of being denied the right to call a
lawyer. He did not mention anything about being choked or any of the other allegations in his
Claim Form.

3. JK testified at trial but again mentioned nothing about physical coercion in obtaining
the confession, other than a vague reference to a “bunch of threats”.

4. JK filed a post-conviction petition in 2002, but did not raise a coercion claim.

5. JK filed another post-conviction petition in 2004 and once more made no mention of
coercion in obtaining his confession.

6. JK is not mentioned in the Report of the Special State’s Attorney, nor did he file a
complaint with the Chicago Police Department.

7. The TIRC Claim Form filed in 2011 is the first time JK has raised this claim, 15 years
after the alleged occurrence.



8. JK was interviewed regarding his failure to ever raise the claim before, and he stated
that his lawyer instructed him not to raise it because it could not be proven.

9. The lawyer was interviewed about what JK said. The lawyer stated that, while he could
not recall every conversation he had with JK, his practice would have been to raise the claim if
JK had told him about it. The lawyer pointed out that, particularly at the motion stage of the case,
there would be no reason to forego raising it. He also noted that this is a 1996 case, at which
point the earlier Area 2 practices were no longer a secret, which would provide more incentive to
raise the claim. The lawyer was very cooperative and very credible.

10. JK’s Claim is not corroborated in any way.

11. JK was given the opportunity to supplement his filing with the TIRC with anything
that might support his Claim but nothing was received.

Conclusions

1. JK’s Claim is subject to dismissal pursuant to 2 Ill. Adm. Code 3500.360 because there
is no reasonable possibility that the Claim is credible.

2. There is no evidence of torture other than JK’s Claim Form, and that is not credible
because it was filed 15 years later.

3. There is no other apparent avenue of investigation or corroboration.
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Dated: June 21, 2012

Cheryl Starks

Chair

Illinois Torture Inquiry and
Relief Commission



EXHIBIT A:

TIRC Claim Form of John Knight



STATE OF ILLINOIS
Torture Inquiry and Relief Commission

FORM TO FILE CLAIM OF TORTURE WITH ITIRC

1. Name and current address of person claiming to have been tortured:
John \}Wm = We3 WD

_Stateuide Vore ckp 0T <3 0. Box W2
Joliet . L o3,

2. Name and current address of person signing this Form (if different than
No. 1 above):

3. Details of Claimant’s felony conviction based upon allegedly tortured
confession:

a. Circuit Court: (ool Counky teouit couek Judee \l. baughn
b. Year: June b, Zoco ~

c. Crime(s) of Conviction: 2 fpunts |* Degeet Maeder.

d. Sentence:_p{aluepl Ue

e. Case Number (if known): \D; 4k ¢£ 19599 072

4. Details of alleged torture:

a. Law enforcement agency: ¢hicago Hwe deprotment

b. Date(s): MM 25 AL

c. Names of persons committing al leged torture: _Deka Mioheal M deamotF
d. Brief descr iption of alleged terture mw
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5. Names gnd current addresses of

persons who could support your Claim:
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6. Location of documentation supporting your Claim:
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EXHIBIT B:

John Knight’s written Motion to Suppress Statements



STATE OF ILLINOIS
COUNTY OF COOK

88,

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY
COUNTY DEPARTMENT~CRIMINAL DIVISION

ILQD

Noy
PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS ) ’ %"’QJ 20 196
) Griq
) %}716 C“/;.ptclcllvs
-va- ) NO. 96-CR-eeTES 'ON "UAT
) 175%
JOHN KNIGHT )

MOTION TO SUPPRESS STATEMENTS

-—--.—----—-—-—-----—m----.-——-—

Now comes the defendant, JOHN RNIGHT, by hisg attorney,
Michael A. Johnson, and moves this Honorable court to supress
8uppress herein any and all oral or written confessions, gtate-
ments, or admissions, whether inculpatory or exculpatory, made by
the defendant prior to , at the time of, or subsequent to his
arrest in the above entitled causa. ,

In support of this motion, the defendant stateg as follows:

1. That the defendant was arrested on May 25,1996 at or
near Franklin Park, IL.

2. That the defendant was interrogated by law enforcement
officials and/or persons acting on their behalrfr,

4. That the defendant wasVcoerced and 1ljeq to by the
police causing him to make certain statements.

5. That the defendant requested to speak to his family
members. This request was denied.

6. That the defendant requested to speak to an attorney.
This request wasg denied. :
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WHEREFORE, the defendant prays that the Court suppress as evidence
any and all confessions, statements, or admissions, whether
inculpatory or exculpatory, written or oral, made by him at the
time of and/or subsequent to his being taken into custody.

MICHAEL

MICHAEL A. JOHNSON $#51065
415 N. LASALLE, SUITE 203
CHICAGO, IL. 60610
222-0660




